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What This Election is About

In a time of global economic uncertainty, Canada needs a strong and steady
leader at the helm. For the past two and a half'years, Prime Minister Stephen
Harper has provided that leadership by managing the economy with prudence
and discipline and by providing Canadian families and businesses with practical
help that's making a real difference.

Canada has witnessed the net creation of more than 800,000 new jobs, while the
Harper Government has lowered taxes for the typical family by more than
$3,000 a year and relieved our children of nearly $40 billion in national debt.
People who work hard, pay their taxes and play by the rules are getting ahead.

The Harper Government has taken bold action to make Canada a safer place for
families too. Our tough-on-crime approach has resulted in tougher penalties for
serious drug crimes and drug-impaired driving, and better protections from
gangs, dangerous offenders and sexual predators.

National unity is stronger than it has been in forty years. And Canadais, once
again, taking our proper place on the world stage. We are promoting our
national interests and spreading our Canadian values of freedom, democracy,
human rights and the rule of law. And we are defending our sovereignty over
the vast Canadian Arctic.

Today, Canada is strong, united and free — the envy of the world. We are in the
best financial position of any country in the G7. While other countries are
struggling with uncertainty, Canada is on the cusp of becoming a bastion of
economic strength on the international stage.
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Despite our gains over the past two and a half'years, Canada is at risk of going back.

A Harper Conservative Government will continue to guide the country on a
steady course through global instability. We will continue to stand up for
Canada's national interests as a credible competitor and attract better and
higher-paying jobs.

We will deliver on a modest and realistic plan that includes making it more
affordable for a young couple to buy their first home, for parents to save for
their children's education and for seniors to retire to a comfortable life.

We will continue to make our communities safer by ending house
arrest for serious and violent crimes, including home invasion and
drug trafficking. We will help youth at risk of gang activity and
introduce a new law on young offenders that will impose stiffer
sentences for crimes like murder and manslaughter. We will also
protect consumers from illegal and unfair retail practices and
protect consumers and children from unsafe imported goods,
including toys and food.

Under Stephen Harper's leadership, Canada will emerge
stronger and more united than ever before.

This election, Canadians face a clear choice. It's achoice
between the Harper Conservatives' credible and affordable
plan, and risky tax-and-spend experiments that will drive
up the cost of everything from groceries to gas and throw
Canada back into a deficit. It's a choice between strength
and weakness. Andit's a choice between moving forward
and going back.

Canada.

We're better off with Harper.
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