
Scholarship Project

Building bridges, giving hope,
investing in the future



"…kids who have access
to computers are streaking
ahead in their rate of
learning and preparation
for the modern world."

– Seymour Paper, The
Connected Family:
Bridging the Digital
Generation Gap

"We're creating not just a
generation of haves and
have-nots, but a genera-
tion that becomes knowers
and know-nots."

– Don Tapscott, author
of Growing Up
Digital: The Rise of
the Net Generation
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“The City of Toronto’s kids@computers Scholarship Project provides
computers and Internet access to children of disadvantaged families
in Toronto to help them keep pace in the classroom and acquire
skills that will serve them well in the job market of tomorrow. Aimed 
at bridging the digital divide, this initiative is built upon an innovative
partnership combining resources from across the City of Toronto with
those of sponsors such as Microsoft.

By the end of 2003, over 6,000 children in 3,000 families will have
received a home computer and basic computer training through
kids@computers. But, to continue to provide the tools of success to
the 27,000 families whose children remain eligible for a scholarship,
we need your help. Join our team today!”

Anyone who has seen a child use a computer can readily
see just how powerful a tool it is — feeding a child’s desire
to learn, to explore, to become a part of a wide and fasci-
nating world.

Teachers and kids have told us what a difference having
a computer means. It is not only key to performance in
school, but also to being included in what are now every-
day activities: word processing homework assignments,
doing research on the Internet, e-mailing friends.

Introducing kids@computers

– Shirley Hoy, CAO
City of Toronto



But too many young students in Toronto do not have a 
computer in their homes. Many do not have easy access to 
a computer on a regular basis. These kids find themselves on
the wrong side of the digital divide — a term that commonly
refers to the growing gap that exists between the education
achievements and employment prospects of children whose
families can afford to buy a home computer and children
whose families cannot.

The consequences of such an uneven playing field have
been well publicized. In response, leaders and experts from
across the public and private sectors are now asking a common
question: How can we better connect disadvantaged children
to the opportunities the 21st century offers, and encourage
them to realize their full potential?

That’s where the City of Toronto’s kids@computers Scholarship Project
comes in. This unique scholarship project has two goals:

• to provide children from low-income families with home 
computers, giving them the chance to share the opportunities
that kids in many other families enjoy

• to help children acquire the knowledge, skills and confidence
needed to excel in today’s world.

"Knowledge has long been
synonymous with power,
but with the advent of the
Internet, access to knowl-
edge is quickly becoming
a requirement for power
whether social, political
or economic. In our
increasingly interconnected
world, we must work
together to see that all
people have access to the
knowledge the Internet
has to offer. On this day,
let us commit ourselves to
that task, and let us
make our efforts a bridge
that spans the digital
divide."

– Kofi Annan,
Secretary General of
the United Nations
in honour of World
Telecommunications
Day
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Recognizing initiative, rewarding achievement, 
reaping potential…
kids@computers is about connecting children — electronically and socially. What is driving this
innovative scholarship program is the realization that investing in eager, motivated and keen 
children will have obvious benefits for them and their families. Better equipped and connected 
students will benefit our schools and communities. In time, the benefits will be realized by employers
and businesses in the form of a better educated, technically adept workforce and marketplace —
a necessity for success in a knowledge-based, globally interconnected economy such as Toronto’s.
That’s a big return on a small investment in the future of children in low-income families. It’s just
good business sense!

By the end of 2003, over 6,000 children in 3,000 families will have received a home computer and
basic computer orientation through the kids@computers Scholarship Project. But numbers can only
tell part of the story. As is usually the case, the real success of the project is best told through the
words of the children and parents who have received a scholarship. Their words, which grace the
margins of this page, describe positive benefits numbers don’t easily capture.

"If you could please send
me a computer so that I
could keep up with this
new age of electronics. 

I feel sad when other kids
think that I am poor
because I can't afford a
computer.

So if you could please
send me a computer, I
would be most grateful
for your generosity."

– Scholarship applicant

"My children and myself
don't feel poor. We are all
learning together as a
family. I want to learn
more about computers."

– Parent of a scholarship
recipient
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A succesful beginning...



"I feel just like I have all
the world in my home.
Now I can do my school
projects much more easily
and with peace of mind."

– Scholarship recipient

"It gives me the opportunity
to be more competitive for
a job, a new skill I was
able to add to my resume."

– Parent of scholarship
recipient

"Besides the enormous
help for my homework
and projects, I can now
proudly participate in any
discussion on computers
with my friends as well
as daily discovering of its
capabilities."

– Scholarship recipient
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Who 
is eligible?

A scholarship is currently
available to children
between 8 and 14 years
whose families are receiving
social assistance in Toronto
and who do not have a
computer. Children are
asked to explain in a letter
why they need a computer.
A letter of reference is also
required from an adult in
the community who works
closely with the child. Often
teachers or principals pro-
vide these letters. Successful
applicants and their families
then attend and complete
basic computer orientation
sessions before a computer
is delivered to their home.

More 
connections

kids@computers is a part-
nership. Children receive
their computers through
Toronto Social Services.
Computer orientation 
sessions are then hosted 
by Toronto Public Library,
Toronto Parks and
Recreation, and/or Toronto
Community Housing
Corporation. In addition,
firefighters from Toronto Fire
Services along with techni-
cally skilled Social Serivices
staff serve as mentors to
children participating in the
program, providing them
with strong community role
models. Through these
partnerships, administrative
expenses are kept to a mere
8% of overall project costs.

Toronto firefighters volunteer as
mentors to children participating
in the kids@computers Scholarship
Project. This partnership provides
opportunities for the children to
visit the City’s Fire Academy.



Our challenge...
Organizations such as Microsoft already realize
the benefits that involvement in the kids@com-
puters Scholarship Project offers: respect and
recognition for their community leadership
and commitment to improving Toronto’s quality
of life. Ultimately, with their help, the project has
put smiles on the faces of thousands of children,
and brought hope to families across the city.

But there is still so much more to achieve. Some
27,000 families with children receiving social
assistance in Toronto remain eligible for the kids
@computers Scholarship Project. Unfortunately,
the number of applications submitted far
exceeds the number of scholarships available.
And the pace of technological change today
introduces added pressure to provide up-to-date
computer systems and software.

In response to this challenge, we are seeking
your help to continue bridging the digital
divide, and in so doing, make Toronto one 
of the most “connected” cities in the world!

"At Microsoft Canada,
we see no limits to the
potential of children.
Amazing things happen
when the right people,
tools and resources come
together, and the
kids@computers
Scholarship Project is a
great example of this. We
are proud to support the
City of Toronto on this
initiative."

– Chris Stanley, Vice
President, Enterprise
Business, Microsoft 
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Above, Chris Stanley, Vice-President of
Enterprise Business for Microsoft Canada,
provides guidance to a scholarship winner
and a potential future recruit. Your organization
can contribute to kids@computers too, and in
so doing, become a leader alongside first-
rate organizations such as the City of Toronto
and Microsoft in helping to make a difference
in the community, while at the same time
making a wise investment in your company’s
future.



...to give a child the chance to succeed!
The kids@computers Scholarship Project provides a unique opportunity for your organization to make
a difference in the lives of a child, a family, and an entire community. Your sponsorship will help ensure:

• that kids@computers can assist the 27,000 families who remain eligible to receive a scholarship

• that Toronto’s disadvantaged children have access to the resources they need to realize their
potential

• that households across Toronto are connected to the Internet and can participate in the 
electronic marketplace

• that your future employees have the high-quality skills integral to corporate success in a 
competitive, knowledge-based, global economy

• that, as a community leader, your organization’s profile is recognized and enhanced.

A big return on such a small investment. Become a sponsor of the kids@computers Scholarship
Project today!

"It is highly unlikely
that without the support
of your program, that
these children would ever
be able to have a computer
in their home. Having
access to a computer will
allow the children to master
their computer skills, and
in doing so, boost their
self-confidence. I cannot
think of two children
that are better candidates
for this program."

– Teacher's reference
letter

"We truly appreciate the
kids@computers program.
It really made a difference
in our daily lives.
Thanks a million!"

– Parent of scholarship
recipient
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If you are interested in sponsoring the
kids@computers Scholarship Project, please

contact Judy Yano, Program Support Manager,
Toronto Social Services at:

Tel: 416-392-3657
Fax: 416-392-9442

E-mail: jyano@toronto.ca

Become a sponsor of the kids@computers
Scholarship Project today!

The kids@
computers

sponsors’ roll:


